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| Rader, 


| have zot been in the leaſt ſolicitons to ſet out 
[ this Sermon with excellency of Speech , or 

the inticeing words of mans wiſdome. 

This only. I will ſay , T hat as there is a rich plain- 
neſs in Apparel, ſo there a rich platnneſs tn 
Preaching too ; And as the King himſelf is not at- 
wayes known by his Royal Robes, (for he is not al- 
wayes in thein ) but by that Honour and obeyſance 
that is done unto htm of all that are ahout him ; ſothe 
| great Truths of G od are bet known by that Maje* 
fick Awe and Reverence wherewtth they ſtrike the 
very minds and conſctences of men. That there are 
ſome ſuch truths in this Sermon I dare affirm ; as al- 
ſo that the whole of it is Very ſeaſonable for this a- 
mating ſeaſon, But if the Reader ſhall bear in 
mind as he reads along , that the greateſt part of it 
by far, even from the Very beginning to the very end, 
4 was compoſed above five years ſince;(as he will meet 
with a ſuſfictent atteſtation tn the cloſe of it)I doubt 
net they but it will appear to have ſomething of 
extrandinarineſs in it, I ſhall add no more, but con- 
# 2 clude 


© 


Ae with the P rophet Hoſea 6. 2, 3. Aﬀter two 

dayes he will receive us, in the third day (as 
Chiiſt was railed) he will raiſe us up, and 
we ſhall live in his fight. Then ſhall we 
know, if we follow on to know the Lord, 
his going forth is prepared as the morning , 
( that after a long winter night may appear to mazy 
ery doubtful whether it be indeed break of day, 
onely moon-ſhine fi ) and he ſhall come 
unto us as the Rain: as the latter and for- 
mer rain unto the earth. Amen. | 


Thy Servant for the 


| ſake of the Lord Ieſus 
Walſham in le Willows 
April 24th. 1673. 
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John 1 1th, ver. 44. 


And be that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes : and vis face w. bound about with a napkzn. Jeſws 
ſaith unto them, looſe him and let him go. 


N this Chapter the Holy and bleſſed Spirit of Ge4 
fers own for our Learning , The Sickneſs, 
Death,and-mirar ujous reſurrection of Lazarus; 
rogether with the manifold and marvelous cir- 
cumſtances attending all ; each one richly laden 
with moſt divine and heavenly truths, ſome 
whereof we ſhall glean up as we goaiong the Chapter , until we 
comedown to the Text where we thal! make our ſtand. In the 
frſtverſe we have mencion made of Lazarus his -lickneſs; and in 
thethird , tidings brought unto Fefus that he was lick. = the way 
obſerve. That they that have known the name of the Lord and 
truſted in him , when ever it goes i'| with himin any reſpe& , will 
be lure preſently by humble and earneſt Prayer to have their re- 
courſe unto God: according as the Apoſtie exhorts,, /z every Philip. 
| thing let your requeſts be made known unto God. How ſayeſt thou 4» 6. 
then, thar thou baſt known the Lord or put thy truſt in him? who, 
' «the Lord knows, dide{t never yet in any thing make known thy 
requelts unto God. Sickneſs after lickneſs hath been upon thee, 
butthou, with Aſa, inthy {ickneſs hath ſought tothe Phylitian, 
but not unto God ; or ifat any time thou halt ſought unto God , 
y« hath nor the voice of thy ſupplicacion been the ſame with that 
of Pharaoh? Take away this Plague, remove the other Judgement, \, 
adhere happyly thou maiſtbe very loud and earneſt , but ſoalſo | 
the poor brute creature , When truck withterror of Teoipeſt and 
ba A} " Thunder 


Tliunder, runs bellowing vp and down the paſture.: but wilt thoy 
call this an acceptable Prayer unto God ? oh what wilt thoudo a 
thy latter ead? wl.en the forro'vs of death compals theeabout , and 
pangs of heil ger hold upon thee, and thy poor amazed dying 
trembling ſoul ſtands tutrering over the brink of Eternity , wilt 
thou now cry out , I beleech thee , O Lord, deliver my Soul ? Alas, 
thou haſt all the cauſe in the world to tear that inſtead of deliye. 
ring, God will caſt down thy ſoul into deſtruction, according to 
that dreadful imprecation, P/a/m 79. 6. But oh thai from this da 
forward thou wouldeſt learn to call upon the Lord whileſt thou 
iveſt , that ſoalſo the Lord may hear thee calling upon him when 
thou dyeſt, and the Lord Jeſus may receive thy ſpirit , and thou 
may{ be bleſſed and happy for ever with thy God, Sol paſs to * 
the 3d verſe, where we havethe very Prayer it ſelf which the two 
irſters Mary and Aſartha put up unto the Lord by the hand of 
their meſſenger on the behalf of their bother : very thort, but very 
tull. Lord, behold, he whom thou loveſt ts ſick, In which prayer 
we may obſerve , Firſt, That it is not the greatneſs. of Lazarw his 
lic knef that doth at all damp their Faith in the greatneſs of our Sa- 
viours Love towards him , yea ſo great Love, that Lazaras mult 
now, in his licknels , change his name , and no longer be called Le 
ZArw , but Fedediah, beloved of the Lord, Lord, ( not Lazarm, 
but ) lie whom thou loveſt is lick ; happy that man, whoin his lick- 
neſs can afſure himſelf ofthe love of the Lord Jeſus towards him; 
this is heaven upon earth , juſt before the ſoul remove from eanh 
to heaven. But then Secondly obſerve, that as it is not the great- 
neſs of Lazar his licknels that doth at all ſtagger their Faith in 
the greatneſs of our Saviours Love towards him , ſo neither doth 
their great aſlurance of ovr Saviours love, encourage them unto 
any irreverent boldneſs with our Saviour, they call hum Lord. ſtill 
for ſo indeed our Saviour had made known unto them his Almigh- 
ty power, and Soveraignty over them, as well as his infinite love 
and goodneſs to them; and ſorthey on the other (ide, in their pray- 
er bave an equal eye unto both ; and ſo indeed they make an anſxe- 
rable application of their ſouls unto the Lord , according to that 
manifeſtation that the Lord had made of himſelf unto their ſouls: 
which is the ſumme and ſubſtance of all Religion. In the four 
verſe, we have the comfortable anſwer that our Saviour regurts 
them by this their meſſenger , viz. When Feſue beard that be ſed, 


thus ſiekpeſs is not unto death , but for the glory of th m— 


7 
of Ged might be glorified thereby. And in the fift verſe the 
= f a t2 = uma el both Martha and Ma- 
as well as Lazar. But here now is matter moſt worthy our 
moſt ſerious conlideration, Though it is here ſaid ourSaviour loyed 
both Martha & her Siſter & Lazaras, & though he had ſeat back 
their meſſenger with this comfortable anſwer ;that this licknefs is 
not unto deach , yet within two dayes afcer Lazar dyed , yea and 
ourSaviour drives four dayes more with themafcer he was buryed, 
before he comes at them. Oh what amazement muſt all this needs 
be both ro Martha and Mary | and how will they be everable to 
hear it? Martha eſpecially ? who could fay , lurely a line too 
boldly, Lord, careſt thou not that my lifter hath left me to ſerve a- 
lone? Oh wich what ſtrong cries and teares muſt the needs burſt 
out now ; Lord careſt thou nbc, that he whom thou loveſt is dead ? 
areſt thou not thar mine and my poor liſters heartrs.are almoſt 
bart with grief? And did the Lord, indeed, love both my ſelf, and 
lifter, and Lazarw? And what ! and never come ar us all this 
while? Belides , He ſaid indeed that this lickneſs was not unto 
death, whereas Lazar has been nuw theſe four dayes dead and 
; buryet! ot-harhthe Lord in anger thut up his bowels of compaſli- 
eatowards us? And will he cauſe bis Truth to fail? 
But ſo indeed, The wonderful Providence of God doth many a 
une put the faith of his beſt and dearelt ſervants inthe world to its 
uctermoſt ſtretch. And was nor their faith pur to the very utter- 
nal frerch ar that time ? oh which way could their faith relieve it 
klfnow? There was but one way inthe world to doit, and that 
will not do neither ; now that is this. Oh ſurely , our meſſenger 
never took his Anfwer right : Surely the Lord never {aid That this 
kicknes was not unto death , and yet again , though he did not take 
his Anſiver: right, yet ſurely he could not forget bis meſſage, for 
mal likelihood'this. meſſenger was ſome near relation of theirs 
And did you indeed tell the Lord that Lazarus was lick? Yes, 
yes, The Lord knows I told him that Lazarm was flick. And did 
the Lord indeed hear that La2.arms was lick ! and did he indeed fay 
This lickneſs was not unto death | The Lord knows we know not 
\What to make of all this. ſ 
urastheir own Courymen the Jews have a ſaying cum vene- 
"t Elias ſolver nodum , when Elizs comes he will untic the knor , 
lowhenour Saviour comes and raiſeth up Lazarm, after Lazarus 
as Reſurreion,, then undexſtood they that ſaying, This licknefs 
is 


_ 


is not unto death, but forthe glory of God ,.that the Sondf Gag 
might be gloritted by it, Evenas ſo alſo after our Saviours own 
Relurrection then his Diſciples underſtood this, and that , and the 
other ſaying which they never underſtood betore.: And now, The 
Lord cf his Infinite mercy grant , that now, after the Reſurre4iog 
of ſo many of his poor ſervants, This whole Kingdome may un. 
deritand tbe whole W ord of God, better then ever it did before, 
that the, word «f tbe Lord may run and be glorified; And GoJ 
may be glorified , andthe Son of God may be glorifiedby it. And 
ſo now let us remove tothe place where our Saviour and Aarths 
and Maryall meer and conlider a lntle then, v. 32, 33, 34, 3x, 
Jeſus wept. Here let us a little conlider the ſeveral { 
that the itanders by put upon our Saviours tears , far theſe indeed 
alwayes prove very quick Interpreters of all our Saviours ations, 
rio? tome of tle none of the beſt, t, 36. Then ſaid the fewes , be. 
hold, how he loved him ! And that which theſe ſaid was moſt cer. 
tainly true. Thelilenttearsthat run down fo faſt our Saiours 
cheeks proclaim to all the worid , how he loved him ! and ſurely fo, 
& much more alſo did that precious blood that ſtreamed rpc Bm. 
his wounded lide Proclaim to all che world, how he loved both him 
and us. The Lord grant us all unfeigned faith in it, and that ey 
onemay beable to ſay after the holy Apoitle. And the life which 
I now hve inthe fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
Joved ine, and gave himſelf for me. But let us hear what others 
ſaid, ver. 37. And ſome of them ſad, (and ſurely. that. which theſe 
faid was little. leſs chan blaſphemy , bur let us hear) co:/d wor this 
man , which opened the eyes of the blind, have cauſed that even 
this man ſhould not bave dyed ? yes be could, for this man, The 
grcat God & our Saviour, yea and yours to0,if you know it)isable 
to raiſe him up again, tho* he hath been all this while. dead, as you 
your ſelves thali lee ere iong , and then all iniquity ſhall ſtop her 
mouth. Bur here, by the way, if | might be pe: mitted to ſpeak by 
Alluſion, (as I know there's no.hing wore utual with the anti- 
ent Fathers)all chat 1 would here ſpeak by way of alluſion ſhould 
be oaly.this, iz. That God , wizo lad opened the eyes of ſo.many 
that were blind a! over rheſe three \ingdowes, and turned them 
from darkneſs unto light , by the Mitultry of fo many of bisfer- 
vants, conld hae cauicd chat ſo many of them thould not have dy- 
ed after all, whereof he hach now given full aſſurance unco-all men; 
in that, afcer they have beca deal 45 many years, and _ 
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" dayes, yet now , for ever bleſſed be his great and boly 


came; he hach raiſed chem all up again. And now to draw nearer 
the Text, v, 38, 39- Teſms therefore again groaning in himſelf , 
cometh ro the grave. And here by the way, the Evangeliſt de- 
ſcribes the falhion of Lazar bis grave. it ws a Cave, and 4 
ſtone laid upon it Jeſus ſaid , Take ye away the ſtone. Aſartha, 
the lifter of lam that was dead , fairh unto him, Lord, by this time 
he flinkerh : for he bath been dead four dayes. And ſurely, ſurely 
ſoalſo, when God at any time brings down his People, and layes 
them low in the world , by that time the Lord comes to raiſe them 
up again, all cheir names are made to ſtink in like manner , though 
ſome indeed more, an ſome leſs. Burt let us now conlider our $Sa- 
viours Anſwer,v. 49. Jeſus faith unto her, ſaid I not wnto thee , that 
if thou wonldſt beletve , thou (houldjt ſee the glory of God? In 
which words , our Saviour checks Afartha tor her unbeleif, for 
heis ſo far from beleiving that che Lord can do any thing to help 
Lazar now that he is dead , tho* indeed the very name Lazarus 
lignifies God is my help, but Martha's fo far trom beleiving that 
thatthe Lord can do any thing to the Lelping of him now that he 
s dead, and hath been ſo long dead too, that the wovld by no means 
have the Lord come near him, no, for fear leaſt the Lord himſelf 
ſhould be offended with his il] favour, Lord , by this time he ftink- 
eth. Aud ſo irs clear, that Afariha's taith failes her juſt at the ver 

inſtant of Lazar his Reſurrection. And ſurely, ſurely ſoalſo juſt 
before the Promiſes take effect , All the faith thar all the ſervants of 
Godin the world have inthe Promiſes, begins to fail them too, I 


tell you ſairh our Saviour ellewhere , he will avenge ls ele ſpee- — 
dil, nevertheleſs. when the Son of man cometh, thall he find faich © S. 
oathe Earth ? no, the Son of man finds no faith-in the earth amongſt 

the very ele&t themſelves, that he will avenge them, juſt then when 

be cometh to avenge them , and yet, nevertheleſs he cometh. If we 


beleive not (fairh the Apoſtle) (and ſurely we in England are al- 


moſtallturn'd Infidels already, but) if we believe not, yer he abideth 2. Tim. 


faithful , be cannot deny himſelf, but will thew forth his Glory : 
Andtho' Martha now beleives not , and our Saviour reproyes her 
for ber unbeleif, ſaid I not unto thee, rhat if rhow wouldſt beleive , 
thou ſbouldſt ſee the glory of God? Nevertheleſs, Martha (hall 
now ſee the glory of God, and that preſently roo; for now our Sa- 
viour only puts up a ſhort Prayer to his Heavenly Father , and then 
preſently turns his ſpeech to dead Lazarms , v. 45. And when he 
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bad thus ſpoken, he cryed with a loud voice , Latarm comefarth 
And the entlons ehed ſuddenly follows the Word of his Pow. 
er , aS the Thunder, the Lightning. And he that was Dead cane 
forth, e+c.In which words, as Ch/iſoſtome bath long ſince obſery'd, 
there is contained ©aius irlevuan A miracle in 2 miracle, For 
lixſt, That he that was dead ſhould come forth , how 2 mira- 
cle1s this ? but then Secondly , That he that was ſhould not 
only come forth, but come forth bound hand and foot , ſurely here 
alſois no leſs a miracle. O ſurely at the ſeeing, or hearing ofthis, 
All Iſrael muſt needs break forth into the high Prayſes of God, and 
lay, This is the Lords doing : it 1s marvellous in our eyes. But a- 
bove all, Lazar himſelf, thus miraculouſly rayſed up , and ſtand- 
ng before the Lord Jeſus bound hand and foot, at the very mouth 

t his grave, eyenas he came out , hath all the cauſe in the world 


Pſal.13g tO Cry out , marvellous are thy works, O Lord, and that my ſoul 
14. kzoweth right well. But now, if any ſoul, moved with the ſtrange 


and wonderful appearances inthe Text, according as I have al- 
ready alittle open'd it , ſhall put the queſtion and demand, But 
how can theſe things be ? 1 Anſwer, It is not for the rongue of men 
or Angels to tell how theſe things can be, and therefore, the belt 
Anſwer,that I can poſlibly give, is only this, I cannottel], But ſee- 
ing indeed I cannot tell , no, nor any man in the world neither, bow 
theſe things can be, and yet, by faith , we all know and are aſſured, 
thar theſe things moſt certainly were. The Doctrine therefore that 
T ſhall now raiſe from the Text thus conlider'd , 1s this. 

D.That as God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we can ask or think, ſo likewiſe, when ever it pleaſeth Godtoexen 
and put forth this his Almighty Power,God doth indeed exceeding 
abundantly above all that we can ask or think. See the truth ofthis, 
by this one inſtance in the Text,which is inſtead of a r000.when our 
Lordand Saviour comes to raiſe up Lazarusand Martha goes out 
ro meet him ; tho* by what the ſpeaks to bim at her firſt meeting of 
him, we ſhould be all apt to conclude, that certainly Aſartha begins 
not only to think, butAsk toothe very thing that our Saviour 1500W 
about to do, but we ſhall ſoon perceive that ſhe was far enough 
from either, v. 21. 22. Then ſaid Aſartha unto Jeſus, Lord if thou 
hadſt been here , my brother had not dyed. But I know that even 
now, whatſoever thou wilt ask.,of God, God will give it thee. 
ſurely now , if we might gueſs at her meaning by her words, we 
ſhould conclude that certainly her meazing's this , That tho us 
true indeed, if the Lord had been there , Lazarm had pordyed, © 


” butnowthat he is come , and le knows that even now whatſoever, 
he will ak of God, God will give it him, that therefore if ic pleafe 
theLoxd even now to a3k of God, that Lazarus may now live 
2gain, that tho* Lazarus be now dead , yet even now he {hall riſe 
again, Bur is this her meaning indeed | let us ſee, as our Saviour 
goes on catechizing her Faith, v. 23. Jeſus faich unto her, Thy byo- 4 
ther ſhall riſe again. Now, this very day our Saviour means , but 1s 
this bis meaning now ? ſee by her anſwer, v. 24. Aartha faith 
| unto him, 7 kyrow that he ſhall riſe again in the reſurrection at 
the laſt day, oh how far and wide doth her Faith fly off here ! ſhe's 
now got tothe very far end of her creed, the beleiveg, the Reſurre- 
Gon of the body at the laſt day, that then indeed at the laſt day , 
| Lazarus his dead body, together with all other dead bodies thall 
| riſe, but ſhe hath no faith at all to beleive that Lazarys hall 
riſe again this day : as appears clearly by the Anſwer ſhe gives to 
| our Saviours very next Queſtion , wherein our Saviour puts this 
yery thing home to her faith, v. 25. Jeſus faid unto her, I ar the 
| Reſurrection and the life, i. e. the reſurrection and the lite goes a- 
| long with me in the world , and therefore, (doſt rhou ſpeak of ri- 
linginthe Reſurre&ivn at the laſt day ? Fthis very day, He that 
| beleveth jn me , though he were dead, yet ſhall be live, and let La» 
raw himſelf bethe man, beleiveſt thou this. Alas, her faith has 
not one word to ſay to this , ſhe's now, all on a ſudden, got quite 
back again tothe beginning of her Creed : She beleives in rhe Son 
of God our Lord, mark her words, v. 27. lhe ſaith unto tum, Tea, 
Lord, I beleive that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of God, which 
ſhould come into the world, But as for Lazarus riling this day, 
| heis ſo far from beleiving this , that it poſeth all her faith and ima- 
| on , and the has not one word to ſay to it. When eer it plea- 
| «h Godto exert and put forth his Almighty power, God doth 


| ndeedexceeding abundantly above all that we can ask or think , 
| which is the doctrine, aud you have ſeen it prov'd. I ſhall now 
| | briefly diſcover the grounds and reaſons of it. They are theſe four, 
| whereof the fourth ariſeth out of che third, and the third out of the 
| lecond, and the ſecond out of the firſt, which is this. 
| Suchisthe Almighty power of God in it ſelf, that it infinitely 
| wanſcends all our thoughts and apprehenions,let us conſult a Scrip- KR. 1. 
twe or two for this, Ptalm 8g. 13. Thou haſt 4 mighty arm , frong 
band , and high is thy rzobt band. The hand, and right ha - 


vt 

| dCoiacien for the Power of God, and the greatneſs 
ts power is ſer forth by the height of the one , and ſtrength of _ 
a ot B 2 other, 
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12 
viher, high s thy hand, and ſtrong is thy right band, but hou 
bigh, or how ſtrong , the Scripture ſpeaks not, neither didir e- 
ver enter intothe heart of man to conceive. See one Scripture more 
Deur. 33. 27. The eternal God is thy refuge , and underneath Mi 
the everlaſting arms : by the everlaſting arms: is meant the Eter- 
nal Power of Gol, but this Eternal Power, theſe everlaſtns 
Arms, Meſes here ſpeaks of them as underneath , removed far 
from the greateſt depth of our little inlight : Such is the Alnighty 
Power of God in it felt that it inhinitely tranſcends all. our thoughts 
or app: enenl10ns. 

So, and much more alſo, when ever it exerts it ſelf, when the 
everlaſting Arts, the high hand and ſtrong Right hand of God put 
forth themſelves to work, what is done now ? Pal. 102. 25. Of old 
thou haſt laid the foundation of the Earth : and the Heavens are 
the work of thy hands. and again, Pſal. 1c. 24, O Lord bow ma- 
nifeſied are thy wor ks ! in wiſdome haſt thou made them all. Mark 
here, The infinite wiſdome of God, accompanies his Almighty 
Power in all his works : ſo that there is not the !ealt pile of graſs, 
nor Ant that ſtirs in any molehil , but hath more ot the wiſdome & 
power of Gol in it, than all the wiſdome in the world can appre- 
hend, ſo true 1s that ſaying , Dez eſt WAGNNS 1 MINUTES, God is 
great even inthe lealt things, roo great tor the greatelt Philoſo. 
phers that ever were in the world. 

Such is the weakneſs and imperfeRion of our underſtanding that 


* it falls far ſhort of the leaſt inſtances of the wiſdomeand power of 


God, 1 Cor. 1. 25. The fooliſhneſs of God 1s wiſer then men: and 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger then wer. Let us now conlider one 
of the loweſt inſtances of the wiſdome and power of God, and ſee 
how far it goes beyond us; and this is a poor Threſher working 
inthe barn : There is more of the wiſclome and Power of God in 
that man and in that his work too, than all the world can under- 
ſand. See the proof, 1/a. 28 chap. wv. 26, 27, 28, 29. Forhs 
God doth inſtrutt him, for the Fitches are not threſhed with « 
threſhins inſtrument , neither 1s a Cart wheel turned about upon 
the Cummin : but the fitches are beaten out with a ſtaff, and the 
Caummin with arod. Bread corn is bruiſed jbecauſe he will not ever 
be threaſhing it , nor break, it with the wheel of hu cart , nor brui/e 
it with his horſemen. And now what manner of thing is that little 
skill, and what manner of thing is that little ftrength which this 
Threlher put forth in the barn, and whence comes both of - ? 
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This alſs( even this little Skill ) cometh from the Lord of Hoſes , 
which i wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working : even as 
alſothar little ſkream that at any time runs by our doors , even that 
alſo cometh from the Sea , whoſe mighty waves and billows bear 
round the world ; andas alſo, that little raie of the Sun that creeps 
througha chiok of the wall into our houſes, even this alſo com.- 
eth from the Son, whole light and brightneſs thines all over Hea- 
venand Earth, And now if the wiſdom and power of God go fo tar 
beyond us ina poor Threſher, working inthe Barn, ohthen. 

Needs muſt the weakneſs and impertetion of our underſtandings 
fall infinitely far ſhorter ſtill of the greateſt inſtances of the wifdom 
and power of. Gol, when tle Spirit of God, to ſpeak with humble 
revereace, leads us out ofthe Barn into the Field, and ſhews us a far 
more wonderful Threihcerat work there, Iſa. 41. 14. Fear not, 
thou worm Jacob, V. 15. Behold, I will make thee a new ſha p 
threſhing inſtrument having teeth : thou ſhalt threſh the Aſoun- 
rains , (but what ! a worm threſhing the Mountains ! I, and break- 
ing all to pieces t00) and beat them ſmall , and. ſhalt make the hills 
«chaff. O how wonderful is God in what he doeth by the worm 
Facob | but oh how infinitely much more wondertul in what he 
doth by himſelf ! Reve!. 20. 11. And 1 ſaw a great white Throne, 
and him that ſate on it, from whoſe face the Earth and the Heaven 
fled away, and there was found no place for them, The Almightv 
God, who inthe beginning made the world by the word of his 
power, and ſaid come, and it came, atthe end of the wagld , ſayth 
not go, and it goeth, but with one look of his countenance makes 
earth and heaven vaniſh away in a moment, /rom whoſe face the 
earth and the heaven fled away , and there was found no place for 
ther. But ſo much briefly for the Reaſons of the DoQrine. 

1. Uſe. An uſe of Inſtruction, to inſtru us what uſe we are to 
make of miracles, which are vilible demonſtratives of the Almigh- 
ty power of God actually put forth (a freſh) even to our outward 
ſenſes, and ſurely the uſe is manifold , bur I ſhall ſpeak to three 
only and briefly. 

1. Such as ne. er yet beleived ſhould learn to lay afide their 
Atheiſme and unbeleif, and upon the light and conlideration of the 
miraculous effe&s of Allmighty power, to beleive indeed, Let men 
no longer patter over their Creed like Parrets, but with their 
whole foul beleive in God, and in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. See what 
yourcadthe yery next verſe to the Text, Then many of the 7qxvs 
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which came to Mary , and had ſeen the things which Yeſwi did, by. 
leived on bim: upon the ſight of this double miracle tha Jeks 
now wrought in railing up Zazarus from the dead, they beleived 
on him, and ſo may date the time of the beleiving on him 
from the time that Zazarm was raiſed from the Dead, and 
ſo God was glorified, and the Son of God glorified by ir. And 
now conlider did our Saviour work this Miracle, that they only 
that were thenalive and ſaw it with their own eyes might beleive? 
no ſurely, but that even wealſo by that and all other Mirades that 
he wrought might beleive. Seethe Proof, Fohn. 20. 30, 31. And 
many other ſigns truly (no lying wonders were they that ) Feſw did 
1n the preſence of his Diſciples, which are not written in this book; 
But theſe (=p of Lazarm amongſt the reſt) are writren, (where- 
tore? for the ſame endand purpoſe, that they were done ) that ye 
( into whoſe hands ſoever theſe writings thall come) might beleive 
that Jeſus is the Chrift the Son of God, and that beleiv ing, ye might 
have life through his name. 

That ſuch +. 208 beleived might beleive more abundantly. John 
2.11. Thus beginning of Miracles-did Jeſus in Cara: of Galilee, 
and manifeſted forth his glory, and his Diſciples beleived on bun: 
z. e. beleived more ſtedfaitly, more ſtrongly. than before, for they 
did beleive on him before, Rf they had not been his Diſciples : yea 
and that they did indeed, beleive on him before, appears plainly 
by the former Chapter, there we read how faſt they called one 
another to,gur Saviour, and in the 45. v. Philip finderh Nathaniel, 
and ſaith unto him, we have found him of whom Moſes in rhe Lan, 
and the Prophets did write,Feſus of Nazareth the jon of Joſeph. And 
Nathaniel ſaid unto him, can there any good come out of Nazareth? 
Philip ſaith unto him come and ſee. Feſus ſaw Nathaniel coming to 
him, and ſaith of him, Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom « n0 
gwile, Nathaniel ſaith wnto him, whence knoweſt thou me ? Jeſus 
anſwered and ſaid unto him, before that Philip called thee when 
thou wert under the fig-tree, I ſaw thee. By that word Nathanie! 
knows who our Saviour is , Nathaniel anſwered and ſaid unto him 
Rabbi , thiu art the Son of God, thou art the King of Iſrael. For 
Nathaniel kaew well enough that it was impoſlible our Saviour # 
a meer man could ſee Philip calling him under the fig-tree; t 
were far enough out of his ſight as he was a man; he knew al 
there was no body by that could bring our Saviour word of it, be- 
lides Philip, and be came dire&ly from under the fig-tree to our 
Saviour , upon the hearing therefore of our Saviour relling him 


this, he beleives on him , and fo our Saviour himſelf faith expreſly 
that this indeed was the very reaſon of his beleif, v. go. Zeſus an- 
ſwered and ſaid unto him, Becauſe I ſaidunto thee , 1 ſaw thee un- 
der the fig-rree beleiveſt thou? Yes this was the very reaſon why te 
did beleive ; for. our Saviour bere manifeſted forth the glory of his 
omniſciency unto him, and gives him ro underſtand by what he 
hears our Saviour ſpeak with/his outward ears , that he knows in- 
deed whar is done in all places. And ſo now alſo when our Saviour 
turned water into wine, he manifeſted forth the glory of his om- 
nipotency to the outward ſenſes of men , for they all knew it was 
water wherewith they tilled the wer pots up to the brim. And 
he Gaith untothem, draw our now , and bear it to the Governour 
of the feaſt. And they bare it, when the Ruler of the feaſt had ta- 
{ted the water that was made wine, and knew rot whence it was,. 
—_ that drew the water knew) the governour of the 
called the bride-groom , and faith unto- him, Every man at 
the beginning doth ſer jorth good wine, and when men have well 
drank, ( and their palates are viciat&d that rhey cannor ſo well dif- 
cernthe taſte) rhen that which is worſe, but thou - kepr back the 
good wine unrill now ,, ob, it ſtruck his palate with ſuch a ſprightly 
tate, even now after he with the reſt had well drunk , thar upon 
the very firſt taſte of it , he pullsthe cup from his lip, and can 
torbear no longer, but in all haſt calls the Governour of the Feaſt , 
and with great wondertells him, that he bath kept back the good 
wine until now , be never drunk fuch wine in all his life re- 
Thus our Saviour , in turning water into wine, manifeſted forth the 
gory of bis Ouniporency to the very outward ſenſes of men. And 
efore by the way, what a Miracle of all Miracles is that that the 
Papiſts bave got amongſt them ? I mean their Miracle of Tranſub- 
Kantiation ;.wherein they tell us , that the bread in the Sacrament 
sturn'd into the very fleſh of Chriſt, and the wine int the very 
blood of Chriſt, and yet never eye ſaw any thing in the bread that 
look'd like fleth ; never palate caſted any thing 1n the wine, thar 
alted like blood; and ſo now here is a Miracle wroughr, and, 
(whichis the miracle of all miracles) there's nothing at all of it ap- 
pearing tony of the outward ſenſes of men; And yet of this na- 
tareareallthe miracles that we read of in all rhe Scripture, they 
wereallſo wrought , that the mighty power of God manifeſted 
forth it ſelfro the ontward ſenſes of men, And I challenge all the 
Pepilts inthe world ro ſhew one inſtance to the contrary in — 
7 the 


the Scripture if they can, ſurely then if ever there was.; " 
wonder in the World, that of Popilh trarſubſtantiation js a Jyi 


wonder toaſtonillunent ; yea and a moſt bloody wonder t00, that - 


hath already coſt tle heart-blood of ſo many Noble Martyrs in &x. 
zland, and other parts of the Chriſtian World, and urely. alſo 
hath been no little hinderance to the ſalvation of Heathens t00. for 
are not the reſt of che Heathens that have any brains in their heads, 
of the ſame mind with .4verroes 2 who cryed out Luandoquidew 
Chriſtiani comedunt quod adorant, ſit anima mea cum Philoſophi 
ſeeing the chriſtians eat that which they worthip,let my ſoul be with 
the Philoſophers. For he knew well enough that the Phyloſophers 
Lad reaſon amongſt ther, bur it was 1mpollible that the Chriſtians 
could have any.reaſon, but were all ſtark mad, to offer to bare the 
world in hand, that they did indeed eat their God, as the Ant. 
chriſtian Rowan Chriſtians do. But ics greatly to be hoped tha 
the werld ere |ong, will be ſo much eniightned, as to have quite 
done wondering aferthe Beait, or any of all his lying Wonders, 
But this by the ways I return. « Tt:c lecond Ulie we areto make of 
Miracles, is, tlattb&y that have believed already, ſhould believe 
more abundantly. And 91s Diſcipies believed on hin:. 

Tharall ſhould learn to beanſ'verably affeRed with every mani- 


' feſtation of Gods glory, diſcovering it ſelfin his miraculous works, 


Mark. 2. 12. Inſomuch that they all glorified God, ſaying we never 
ſaw it on thus faſhion. And ſurely neither did we nor our forefa- 
chers either, ever ſee it on this faſhion, in reſpe& of that miraculous 
providence that is now amongſt us, wherein the Almighty power 
of God,doth as clearly ſhew torth it ſelf in changing times and ſea- 
ſons, and turning his peoples ſorrow into joy; as in changing tte 
very nature of nature, and turning Water into Wine. O what an 
holy awe of God, ought to ſeize upon our Spirits now !-and with 
what fear and joy at once, ought we to behold the lightning down 
of his Arm amongſt us ! there 1s a grace in Mulick which ou call 
a ſhake, that conliſts in the trembling of all the ſtrings, and ſurely 
there ſhould be an anſwerable grace in our praiſes too, that conliſts 
inthe crembling of our hear's and ſpirits before the Lord. And 
David the ſweet linger of 7ſrael points us to it : Pſal. 2.11. Re- 
joyce with trembling. And Hoſes the ſervant of the Lord ſhews us 
how we may come by it, Exod. 15-11. Who # like unto thee,0 Lord 
among ſt the Gods ;, who is lixg unto thee, glorious in holineſs, fear- 


ful in praiſes,, doing wonders ? betwixt theſe two, glorious in ho- 


lineſs and doing wonders, God becomes fearful in praiſes, : 
when 
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when God . becomes: -fearfull in | praiſes, i becomes rs 

*'to -rejoyce with Trembling *: otherwiſe we do not make 
ananſwerable application of our ſouls unto che Lord, according tv 
that manifeſtation chat the Lord now makes of himſelf ro our fouls , 
wherein ye&j, a5 you have heard, conliſts che very ſumme and ſub- 
Gance of all Religion , and which alſo thould diſcover ic ſelf in the 
diſcharge of every part of our Religion betore our God, ia this 
preſent world, ſo much for the three fold Uſe of miracles. I pro- 
ceed now toaſecond Ule of the Do. v5z. a Uſe of Caution, &c. 2, Uſe, 

And ſurely there's great need of it, even to caulion and warn c- 

rery one, that as they ought to rejoyce with trembling, ſo alſo 
they ought tb take heed, that they do not fall a trembling the wrong 
way ; my meaning is,pthat nvnc tall a trembling our of any flavilh 
fear of God ; As it the miraculous providence ot this day, were on- 
ly a lightning before Death , or as if God were now about to al- 
lureus all into the Wilderneſs, ( tho” indeed, into ſuch a ſtate we all 
ſeem tobe directly marchingnow)only to catch usall inatrap there; 
for certainly as it would be very highly diſhonourable to the King, 
forany of us to imagine that the Kings heartdid nor go along with his 
hand, in that bappy liberry thar the King hath ſo gracioully grant- 
ed unto us; ſurely ſo, an much more alſo, would ir be bighly dif- 
honourable to the glorious Majeſtie of the Lord our Gul, for any 
of usto imagine, that his heart did nor go along with this great mer- 
cy, which the band of God hath reache down by the hand of the — 
king unto us. And yer am veriiy perſwaded that there are thou- 
ſands in Enzland, that look upon the great mercy of this Day, juſt 
8 Moſes ook'd upon his 0wa Rod, whea it became a Serpent : 
ſometly quite away trom it, and dare not own it, nor come near it, 
if FF not atall belong to them, or as it they bad never prayedfor 
any ſuch thing ; and othe1s too do not ſo very much care for com- 
ng ſoyery near it neither , for indeed they do ne, as yet, ſo very 
well know how they may truſt it, it looks ſo very deſperatly on 
them: But certainly, there's no ſuch great danger, but we may all 
ofustakefaſt ho!d of it. Let not your hearts be troubled ; And 
that your hearts may not be troubled, Ibeſecch you mark well 
what I fay, 1fay then, that certainly Lazar is not to be kili'd 
agan preſently, now that our Lord and Saviour hath rais'd tim up 
2anſo miraculoully, Tho! its.true indeed, there were ſome great 
caestha were very bulily plotting his death, preſently after his 
RefurreQion, ſo enraged were they at the good ſervice he did the 
Worldby tis ReſurreRion. Even as ſoalſo this very day, the 
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lame great ones were buſily plotting againſt our Saviout himſf 
for — the only hand ft Reſarredtion ; a$ we may ſee if we © 
look alittle below the Text. And let us looktoo, for our comfort 
and encouragement againſt all ſlaviſh fear, which is the uſe of Cay. 
{ton I am ſtill upon. Tho*' we read in tLe very next verſe after the 
Text. Then many of the Jews which cane to Mary, and had ſeen 
the things that Feſus did, belie ved on him ;, howbeit norall the Fews 
that had ſeenthe — Jeſus did, believed on him, no, for i 
follows, but ſome of them went their wayes to the Phariſees, and 
told them what things Jeſus had done; and ſo indeed they might 
ealily do, the ſame day too, for as we read in this Chapter, Ze. 
thany, where Lazarm was raiſed up, was nigh unto Jeraſaley, 
about fifteen Furlongs, that is about two Miles , andthere at Jery. 
ſalem the great neſt ct the Phariſees were alwaies hovering about 
the Temple, as Rooks about the Steeple. But let us nvwoy þ how 
dreadfully the cheif Prieſts and the Phariſees are all ſtartled at our 
Saviours railing up of poor fingle Lazar alone. ver, 47. Then 
gathered the chief Prieſts and the Phariſees a Conneel , and ſaid, 
what do we ? For this man doth many miracles. But, O ye cheif 
Prieſts and Phariſees, is thistrue indeed? and do ye your (eyes 
alſo indeed beleive it > That this man doth many miracles , anddo 
you ask what do we? O why do not you alſo beleive on him? as 
you ſee many others do, moved by the ſame miracles, that you 
your ſelves confeſs hedid ; yea and ſome Phariſees too, for we 
read that ſome Phariſees beleived on him. Yea & why did notthole 
tell-tale Jews, that came and told you the things that Jeſus did, 
why did got they alſo, after they bad ſeen the things that Jeſus did, 
g0 away and beleive on him, with the reſt of the company? 1 hare 
read of inany reaſons why men do not beleive; but this queſton, 
as I have now put it , points directly to the higheſt reaſon of al, 
and both our Saviour himſelf gives t, and the holy Apoſtle of our 
Lord, gives the ſame too: Our Saviours Reaſon we may ſeeinthe 
former Chapter in the 24, 25, 26. 7. Then came the Fews round 
about him , and ſ:id unto bum, How long doſt thou make nst0 doubt? 
if thou be the Chriſt rell us plainly. Feſus anſwered them, [ told 
You, and ye beleived not : The works that ] do in ny Fathers Name, 
they beare witneſs of me. But ye beleive av yr ye have bear 
my: word, and ſeenimy » aq , my wonderful works , the many 
mizacles that Ihaye done, yet) ye bdeiye not, (and wines 
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w#aherall do nox. they beleive?) But ye beleive not , fairhiGur Sa- 
vigur, becanſe ye 78 not of mypnys 1 laydown nylife for my 


* ſteep, faith our Saviour a little above inthis Chapter, Bur yeare 


not of my theep, and ſo ye are nor ofthe number of thoſe for whom 
Lay down my life, (by the way ther's no univerſal Redemption) 
and therefore ye beleive not , tho* ye have both heard my word, 
and ſeen my miracles ) becau/e ye are not of my ſheep , as | ſaid un- 
toyou, The Apoſtle alſo gives the fame reaſon, Rom. 11. 7. 
What them ? Iſrael bath not. obtazned that which he ſecketh for , 
i e All Iſrael, all the Jews have not obtained it , but who then of 
all Iſrael were thoſe that did indeed obtain? Buz the elettion hath, 
andthe reſt were blinded, or hardened. And now lets fee how theſe 
chief Prieſts and Phariſees that had not obtained, are both hard- 
redand blinded , as we thall quickly perceive by their own words ; 
they themſelves do indeed fo tar beleive that our Saviour doth ma- 
ny miracles, and yet in the ſame breath, they ſtill ask whar do we ? 
Why ſurely we cbriſtians may well wonder what they dare do 
yow , but let us ſee whar they dare do now , and how dreadtull 
they are hardened z as alſo how very fooliſhly they go to wor 
now, and how feartully they are blinded. Their next words are 
theſe. 1f we let him thus alone, (their meaning 1s, if they let onr 
Savjouralone working miracles thus, and railing up dead men thus) 
and dare they offerto hold that hand , that they ſee working mira- 
cles before their eyes? yes they dare, ſo dreadtully ary they hard- 
ned: but why will not they ſuffer our Saviour io work any more 
miracles, or raiſe up any more dead men thus? 0h how fearfully 
ae they blended | why rhey are all of them now very heartily a- 
fraid of ſome dreadful contequence, and yet ſurely we (Chriſtians 
ſhould be apt ro belive that all chat was liketo folloy uponthis, 
ſhould be only this, That if indeed our Saviour go on working 
many miracies thus, and railing up dead men,, one after another 
thusrhat ſurely then ic will come ro a general Reſurre&ion ar laſt, 
evenas we ſtedfaltly beleive it will. O but that's not it, theſe cheif 
Prieſts and Phariſces are all of them heartily afraid that ir will come 
io 2 general inſurreRiof, andrhar preſently t90. For now mark 
ideir words, and how roundly their reaſon runs along. If we ter 
bus rhus 4lone , all men will beleive on him, and the Romans ſhall 
come «1d takg away both our pluce-and Nation. But was there ever 
fuch awreched reaſon given lince the world began? let us a little 
ex2ne their reaſvo , that every eye may ſce what a wretched one 
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it is. Theſe chief Prieſts and Phariſees ſuppoſe now that i llney 
beleive on our Saviour , thatthe Romans come and take they 
their place and nation ,' whereas -when our Saviour foretold that 
the-Romans ſhould indeed take away their place and nation, wen 
as alſo they did , afcer'a moſt dreadful. manner, infomuch that + 
great Divine of. our own hath Jong lince atftirmed , that at that time: 
God gave-the- watch word tothe world, and it ſounded the twſ- 
time to.judgement , 1 but. yet our:Saviour ſaid exprelly, 'That the 
very reaſon why their houſe thould be left unto them deſclate, was, 
becauſe they would not be.gatbered rogether unto-the Son of God 
and King of Iſrae] , becauſe they beleived not on him. But theſe 
chief Prieſts and Phariſees have gotten the quite comrary reaſon by 
the end now, for they, peremptorily. conclude T hat the Romars 
thall come and takeaway both their place and nation , if all men do 
beleive on him.. Well, buc what's that that makes them (6 afraid 
that all men would beleive on him? one would think they might 
have ſpied out (if they had not been blinded ) ſomething in that 
that might have cuced them of. their great trembling for thi, 
Their very laſt words were , That they did obſerve that our Savi- 
our wrought many miracles of late, yeaand was now at laſt come 
toraiſe up dead men roo. Why ſurely then one would think, that 
now then, if ever, there were hope in Iſrael concerning this thing, 
And that ifthere be not living men enough in Iſrael to oppoſe the 
Romans,why yet ſeeing there is one now inl[ſrael that is able to raiſe 
up the dead, that ſurely now then be will preſs an Army of old 
Souldiers out of their very graves , and ſo tight the Romans with 
an Army of both quick and dead altogether, if they offer to come 
now. And now tyereforelI ſhall ſpeak out , and ipeak freely. 1s 
there any rational manin England, that doth bur ſoberly. conſult 
his own Reaſon, .that-can poſlibly think that all rhofe dead men; 
that are all raiſed up this day ; ae not all of.chem as tearty Adver- 
faries ro the Romans, as any living. men ; yea and let me add, as 
true friends to-the DoRtrine ofthe Church of England too. And 
what reaſon then, ar thadow of reaſon, can any men have to-goup 
and down buzzing others inthe. ears with ſuch great feare of the 
Romans now? But juſt thus, as theſe chief Prieſts and Phariſees 
talk*d in their Council, above 1600 years agone,. That the Romans 
weuld come and take away both. their place and nation, ſo hike- 
wiſeat this preſent rime, there are many that talk that the Romans, 
abe Catholick Romans will come and takeaway our place- and o 


tn 100; and ſonow to be ſure weare all dead men; far 
we were never in any danger all this while, in no danger. at all 
. when the greateſt; City -1n England, like Feruſalem the Seach 
City in Iſrael, was nadea ruinons heap , we were in no. Canger 
then, nonor before, no,nor ever lince, until juſt now, now weare all 
dead men.. But.wby ſo 1 beſeech you ? let us hear the very bottom 
reaſon and ſurely irs high time to diſpute in gbod. earneſt , when 
it ſeems weare diſputing for no leſs than all our lives , both theirs 
and 0w15t00, I fay again therefore, let us hear the. very bottom 
reaſon', why muſt we be all dead men now ! why ?+ only becauſe ſo 
wany dead men are all made to live again now , ſothen, when once 
.dead men begic io live again, then we muſt needs be. all dead men 
both Quick and Dea one with another. And now that this is in- 
deed the very botrome realon of all, I thall clearly demonſtrate, 
There was a gallant Lord ( tho” indeed no ſpiritual Lord) that 
hath written as ſtrongly againſt the Papilts, as ever any man, 
and who alſo profeſleth that te wou!d as willingly ſpend his 
Blood againſt the Papiſt, - as he did, his .lnk , and furely never 
man ſpent Ink better, for his Book was never yet replied un- 
to, that I could hear, ſo.alſo very ſure I am, that, ( altho? in- 
deed it may be.replyed unto, yet ) it can never. be. anſwered 
while. the World laſteth, yea and if it were but well underſtood 
in the world, there needed no more to blot. out the name of 
Popery from under the whole Heavens; And this is the Lord 
of Faulklands Reply ; wherein yet, he openly profeſſeth too, 
Page 221, For my part, 1 defire ſo much that good may be 
done againſt evilly-that tho" you ( this Learned Lord. meaneth 
the, Papiſts) be moſt unfit of any W* - uſed, who uſe us [a 
(evilly ) when your power extends, and whoſe cruelty will ex- 
tend with your acquiſition, rf you make. any, and you hold your 
ſelves that impendens periculum « cauſe enough for. 4. Warr , 
Tet I heartily wiſh all Lawes againſt you repealed, and truſt 
that diſarmed truth would ſerie to expell Falſhood,, whereas now 
they being in'force againſt you, give you- the honour. of a Per- 
ſecution, and not being executed, give you not the fear of one. 
And fo it. ſeems in this Learned Lords: great Judgement , Our 
Lawes againſt che Papiſts, as tliey wege ordered, did the . Pa- 
pits goo1, only good, and no hurt at all : But now if. any 
great maſter of Keaſon will adventure to anſwer this Reaſon, 1 
Fould delire, him to anſwer me this os Queſtion gndes 
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with it. Whoſe fault was it chat che Laws againſt the 
were never executed? was it not their own? fot did they evey 
in the leaſt excite the Magiſtrate to. execute them againſt” the 
Papiſts? no, no, but- only againſt che poor Nonconformifk, 
they had never done with them, no, notafter they had gotthen 
into their Graves, and ſo, whereas Lazirw was bound band 
and foot b:fore he was layd in the grave, theſe poor men were 
all bound. band and foot after they were layd ia their graves, 
And now they muft not come, nor be within five Miles where 
ever they had kept a Conventicle, ſuppoſe then they had kept 
a Conventiclein their own houſes; now then they muſt n» 
more come nor be within five miles of them; well, but ſup. 
poſe they remove five miles from their own homes, are 
lure by that time they ſhall not come nor be within five miles 
of any of their Livings, or of any Corporation or Burge 
Town, I but that they muſt not do neither, O whether ſhall they 
turn them? But to ſpeak one word now in defence of the Ki 
who hath delivered us out of theſe Streights; and ſurely we 
were the moſt ungrateful men in the world, if we ſhould nor 
appear and ſtand up for -his Majeſty, unto whom we owe i, 
next and immediately under God, that we all ſtand up, andap- 
pear abroad. in ſatety at this day. I ſay then, what hath the 
King done, in plain Engl:ſh, by his taking off all penalties of 
Law from the Papiſts, but only this, That whereas theſe men, 
that open ſo loud now, would .never for thefe twelve years to- 
gether niove the Magiftrate to: put the Laws in execution a- 
gainſt the Papiſts, now they: ſhall nor if they would; no, no, 
nor againſt the poor Ngg-conformilts neither : And fo now 1 
think have hghe upon their Neſt, for tho', like Lapwings, 
they fly abevt, and make the greateſt noiſe and pewing when 
they are eſt from it, ye: ſure:y here's their neſt, and hi- 
therto are to be reduced all their Pe-wirrs. And fo now I 
proceed with- this uſe of Caution.” Fear ye not their fear, nei- 
ther be afraid ; but let your heart rejoyce that ſeek the Lord. 
For what? ſhall wicked and ungodly men not at all be afraid 
of Gods Judgement, terrible Judgements, that have been 3- 
broad in their age? And now at laſt afcer all, ſhall good men 
be afraid of his mercies? O what a ſtrange paſs is the world 
at now | But O know, and lay it to heart, that it is every wint 
as great ain (1 had almoſt ſid greater ) not to — 
ci 
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cies:of God, and to be thankfull unto him and bleſs his name 
for them, as it is, not to own the Judgenients of God, and rv 
humble our felves under them :; for do but fearch and look to 
the bottom, and you will find that ther's nothing lyes at the 
root of all this, but only Atheifmeand Unbe jief. C onlider row 
one Scripture. .1fa. 5. 11,12. Wo uno ther, that riſe up ear- 
ly m the morning that they -way follow firong Drink, that con- 
tinue watill night, till Wine inflame them, ind the Harp, and 
the Vial, the '{ abret and Pipe, and Wine are in their feafts. 
But they regard not the work of the Lord, nor the operation of 
his hands. And why ſo? becauſe on the one lide, they have lock'c 
up themſelves in the dark and diſmal Dungeor of their Atheiſme 
and unbelief ; and on the other lide, have given up themſelyes tg 
the uttermolt ſtretch' of all ſenſualiry , and the Harp and Y0/, 
the Tabret and Pipe and Wine are in their Feaſts : but they re- 
gard not the work_of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, 
Wo wnto them, &c, * But gow if it may contribute never {9 lit-- 
tle to help ſome out of their Atheiſme and unbelief, and to con- 
firm the faich of others, 1 ſhall clearly prove unto you, that God 
hada very great hand in a far greater butineſs than any on foor 
now in England, and yet there was never a man inthe world, 
good nor bad, that had any the leaſt thought that God had any 
band at all inir, juſt when it was firſt done, See the proof, Luk, 
2-1.t0E.ver. And it came to paſs in thoſe dayes, that there 
went out a decree from Czlar Auguſtus, that all the world 
ſhould be taxed. 
' And now what do we think that Ceſar Auga/tws bimſelf,or all the 
World either, thought of this Tax?\urely as all the world were ve- 
ry bulily providing their money to pay their tax, ſo alſo Ceſar 
Auguſtus bhimſe't was as bulily conriving how and after what 
manner to diſpoſe of x. And indeed we may well wonder at 
his ſending out ſuch a Decree then, for there was a general 
peace all over the wor'd at that time, when the Prince of Peace, 
our Lord Jeſus was born. And now ſee what decree of his - 
own, God bad to be fultilled upon the coming forth of Ceſar 
Auguſtus his Decree. See that by the following words. And 
all went to be taxed, and every one into his' own City. And 
Joſeph alſo went up from Galilee of Nazareth, out of the City 
of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the City of David, which ts call- 
ed Bethlehem ( becauſe he was of the houſe and linage of on 
\1 


vid ) to 'be raxced with Mary his eſpouſed Wiſe. Aud\ſon ws, 


(24) 


that while they were there, the dayes were accompli 

ſhould be _—_ According - the wang rp pl 
tioned. Micah 5. 2. But chou Bethlehear Ephrata, rhough thay 
be little an.ong the thoxſands of Judab, yer out of thee ſhall he come 
forth unto me, that us to be the Ruler in Wael, whoſe goings forth 
have been ſromoſ old, from everlaſting. 

Thus by the midwifery of Ceſar Auguſtus his Decree, tha 
went out in thoſe dayes, He whoſe goings torth have been of old 
from everlaſting , was brought forth unco Gol in Berhlebem,, ac- 
cording to the eternal purpoſe and Decree of God. And yet did 
Zaſeph or Mary or eveit Ceſar Arguſtus himſelf think in the leaſt 
ot this? But ſothe great God tha hides his counſels from men, 
brings abox.c his counſels by the counſe.s of the very greaeſt of 
men, and that too witha ox obſtanre. Howbeit , he meantth 
not jo, neither doth his heart think-ſo,, as God ſpeaketh of the 
King of Afyria in another calc, Iz. 10,7. Yea fo wondefully 
doth the infinite wifdome and Almighty Power of God order and 
diſpoſe even the very greateſt couringencies in the world, that 
they become as regularly ſubſervient unco, and fall ia as in- 
fa:libly wich the determinate councel anu foieknowledge of God, 
as the Sun that knoweth his going down. And bleſſed be God 
that ( according to my earneſt expeRation and hope long lince ) 
the time is now come indeed wherein I may bring down this 
great Truth to our own doors, only the Lord grant that no man 
may be offendedar it ; for although ( as Caſtello ſaith) Heſterna 
lux neminem urit : Yeſterdayes Sun buri:s no man, yet I fear, to 
dayes ſun may ; for (as tie learned Dr. 7ackſor hin;ſeit ſaith ,an 0- 
ther Arminian too, it that word may not offend ) We ny; 
Chriſtians of matters paſt, recorded in Scripuure ; but ut our aiſ- 
courſes of modern affaires , our Paganiſm , and more than Heatht- 
niſh $oleciſms bewr ay the infidelity of our thougizts and reſolutions, 
And again, Gods unto #4 , 11 our good ſucceſs, 4s 4 friend that 
lives farr off; who, we preſume wijheth well co juch projetts as he 
knows im general we are about , being unacqua;nted with the par- 
ricular means that muſt affect them , or no principal Agent in their 
contrivance, Etern. Truth of Script. pag. 220. 

How ever I thall now make Applicatioa of the coming forth of 
the Kings Declaration intheſe dayes , tothe going forth of Ceſar 
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Auguſtus his Decree in thoſe dayes. Had the Lord no band , oa 
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think we? And is there no decree of God, no Promiſe of God, that 
is already fulfilled up on Lhe con.ing forth of the Kings Declarati- 
on at this day » Surely there 1s, and there are none ſo blind as they 
that will not ſee it. But what Promiſe is that (may ſome ſay) tha: 
is already accomplithed uponthe cortiing forth of the Kings De- 
caration? Declare it unto us, that we may ſee it. I anſwer: And 
have none of you indeed as yet ſeen it ? but ſo indeed ir ſometime 
comes to pals, that we do not ſee whar is juſt before our ejes: but 
now that you may ſee what is juſt before your eyes, do bur look in- 
tothe glaſs of Scripture, and then , as thoſe that look into a glaſs, 
what is juſt before your eyes you may ſee behind your backs ; Sce 
for this 1ſa. 3c. 20. And thorgh the Lord grve you the bread of 
adverſity and the water of affuttion ( eVel1 as ſo alſo there was a 
general [ax in all the world when our Saviour was born) Tet ſhall 
vot thy teachers be removed into 4 corner any more , but thine 
ejes ſhall ſee thy reaeber 5. T his day is this Scripture fulfilled in 
your eyes. By the way, — net, my meaning is not 
thar this is the tuſt time that ever the Scripture was fulfilled, no, 
it bath been fulfilled tro the Church and people of God , many 
agesand generations long yefore any of us were born, and ſo may 
be again long after weall are dead and gone; bur this is thar thar 
I lay, this day alſo this Scripture is fulfilled in your eyes. 
And this day the Lord hath performed with his band the word 
which be ſpake with Lis mouth long ſince, yea and this day the 
King hath performed with his hand the word which he fpake with 
his mouth tong lince too; and now the King will no longer en- 
diethat Thy teachers thould be removed any mote into a _cor- 
ter, intoa priſon , intoa private afſembly , (ſuch as was that 
where the very Diſciples ttenifclves were aſſembled , the dogs 
being ſhut for fear of the Jews, when preſently atter that, our 
Saviour gave them more Liberty, ſaying , (Go ye out into all the 
world ) ſoalſothe King will by all means have all thy Teachers 
£0 out of all parts of his kingdome, and all reach in publick , 
that thine eyes may ſee thy teachers; And ſo now bothtt.e Word 
of God andrhe word of the King are met rogerher. Now if where 
the word of a King is, there is power, ſuxely then, when not 
onlythe word of a King is, but the word of Godis too, both met 
together , there is not only power, but Almighty power too, and 
the gates of he'] ſhall not prevail againſt it, And now have we 
any good grounds ro build upon as yet? May we as yet venture 
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10: own ſo great a mercy , asthe turning again of our captivity 
may we give publick thanks unto to the ov gr bleſs his x 

for it 2 or rather , will not the very worſt of all our adverſaries 

I mean, not only orr politick friends, but even our own fearful 

and unbeleiviog hearts, joyn altogether againſt us, and labour 

with both | ands earneſtly to curb us in, a24 hold us back, while 

t00 , juſt before usſtand our profeſſed Adverlaries bolding .up 

their great beatles, (1 mean their wooden arguments ) to ſtvy us 

too; and ſo now we are very bulily given to underſtand 0a all 

hands Thar if we offer to keep a day of publick thankſgiving (iv 

ſpeak the ſofteſt word) this our rejoycing is not good it isnot 
ſober, it is not prudent : Howbeit, moſt certainIam, itis not on- 
ly both theſe , (both prudent and ſober, but) it is infinitely more 
than both theſe, it is our abſolute duty , for it was indeed our du- 

ty to pray unto the Lord, That our Teachers migluynot be re- 
moved into a corner any more, but that our eyes might ſee our 
teachers , if it was indeed our duty to pray unto the Lord that e- 
very heavy yoak might be taken off from the. necks of the Dif. 
ciples ; ſurely then when the Lord hath thus wonderfully anſwe- 
red our prayer, it is our duty to = the name of the Lord for 
' 1t, yea It iSnot more our expreſs uf not to bear falſe witneſs 
againſt our neighbour, than it is our expreſs duty to glorihe Gol 
when he bath de.ivered us. Pal. go. 15. Call upon me in the day 
of trouble, I will deliver thee , and thou ſhalt glorifie me. Aul 
hath not the Lord now delivered us? yea after a wonderful man- 
ner t00? Let us now conſider the wonderful manner of our «e- 
liverance, for circumſtancies of mercies caſt a glorious luſtre al 
over mercies themſelves, and render their appearance as Apples 
of Gold in Pictures of Silver.. Belides , the Prophet 1/aah (we 
have heard) pronounceth a Wo xnto them ,. that regard not the 
works of the Lord, nor conſider the eperation of his hands: 
Moreover, The works of the Lord are great , ſought out of al 
them that have pleaſure therein , Pſalm 111.2. Letusnov there- 
fore conlider the wonderful manner of our deliverance, The 
Scripture ſaitl, Prov. 21. 1. The Kings heart is in the handof ;he 
Lord, as the Rivers of water : he turneth it whuher ſo: ver he will 
And gow do we think? that there is no. work of the Lord, no 0- 
peration of his hand upon the Kings heart that is in his hand! 
_ it is of the Lord That the King'ſhould at after (0won- 
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derful a manner againſt the very declared intereſt of ſuch, _-— 
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kave written wich the greateſt height of confidence imaginable, 
that they themſelves are the very only ſpiritual mea tha: e.er ta. e 
and ſill do, cleave to the King, (and1 add, may they ever do fo 
too) And yer that notwi.bitanding all this, the King Luu.ſelf hould 
venture out all alone , not onely without , Lut agairſttkem too, 
and whereas they for thele ſeveral years together , Lave been bu- 
lily tying ſuch a knot that they were very confident thould rever 
have been untied again, yetthat the King himſelf ſhould now art 
laſt call for his own ſword , and cut their great knot in peices, 
2s Alexander did the Gordian kiot in the Temple; and that 
now the King ſhould go on and take off every keavy yoak tlat 
they had put upon the necks of the, Diſciples, and that tte King 
with iis own band ſhould bring back all thoſe Labourers into the 


_ Harveſt, that they with their hands had rchruſt our of the Larveſt 


by hundreds and thouſands 1n theſe three Kingcomes , rever ſu- 
rely remembring the milſtone intke leaſt, yea and what courſe 
they were now at [alt about ro take with them, as any man that 
regds their laſt Printed diſ-ourſes againſt them may ſee, I ſhall rot 
now ay, Only this I will ſay, 1hat Gol who hath placel the 
land for the bound of the Seg , by a perpetual Decree that ic can- 
not paſs it, and though the waters thereof roar and toſs them- 
ſelves, yet can they not prevail, hath ſaid'alſo, That the wrath 
of man ſhall praiſe him : the remainder of wrath he will reſtraip. 
Then ſhall no more of the w1ath of man be ler in than what (hall 
turn to his praiſe, and then the Lord , who inthe midſt of judge- 
ment remembers mercy , all on a ſuddain claps down the flood- 
gaesand the remainder of wrath the Lord reſtrains ; and now tho' 
theangry waves may roar and tcfs themſelves, ye: can they not 
prevail ; no, they can come nofarther now. O how great a mer- 
cy1$ this unto us ! aud how wonderfully wrought ! And now is 
the time come, is thetime yet come wherein we may give un- 
tothe Lord the glory of it ? It was a good anſwer if true, that, as/ 
I bave heard, one gave unto the King himſelf, when the King 
ſen'dalittle ro wonder , (as ſurely all things conlidred , well he 
might ) that ſo few ſhould come to give him thanks for their Li- 
beny : O, Sir, ſaith he, they all of them lpok upon it as ſo high a 
favour , (and ſurely if all of them conſider all, well they may ) thar 
they thinkit very requelite to take time to conſider how and af- 
ter what manngrthey may beſt expreſs the deep ſenſe of ic : but ture 
lam we hayeall of us taken too long timeto expreſs our deep 
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ſenſe of ſo high afavour to the King , mach more to expreſs 
deep ſenſe of , eat a mercy unto God himſdf, if yet there _ 
not too many that look upon it as #9 mercy at all untothem, the! 
I fear, onthe other lideto0, there are too many that look upon it 
asa great judgement to them, yea and others too that look up. 
oN it a$a great mercy indeed, yec inſtead of giving Gol the glory 
of it, may be very bulily plotting an4 contriving how to 
it totheir own beſt advantage , but ſurely as God hath in forme 
times , ſo he will {till go on to diſcover, and blaſt all ſuch finful 
policy. * E : ibn 
Why certainly if we tad all of us done no more than that 
poor Samatitan did, who as ſoon as he ſaw that he was healed, 
preſently turned back, and with a loud voice, gave-thanks un- 
to the Lord before all the people, this would have res. mh 
ted, Bur let us conlider that Scripture a little; for we are al 
concern'd in it. Luk. 17. fromthe 12.to 17. And as heentered 
into' a certain Village, there met him ten men that were Le- 
pers, which ſtood 4 far off : (tor their diſeaſe was irfeions) 
And they lifted up their voices and ſaid, Feſws, Maſter have 
mercy on ws. And when he ſaw them, he ſaid unto them, 
Go ſhew your ſel-1es unto the Prieſts. And it came to paſs « 
they went |» 7d #n@ xv evTis as. they were going away |] they 
were cleanſed. And one of them , when he ſaw that he wa healed, 
turned back,, and with a loud woice glorified Coa, And fell down on 
hss {ace at his feet, orving him thanks, and he was a Samaritane. 
Oh but why ſo ſoon? might the other nine Lepers have ſaid, what? 
*s ſoon as ever you perceive your ſelf healed muſt you needs turn 
back and give thanks ! for what? are we all ſure that this is 2 
perfe&t cure that is now wrought upon us ? may not our Lepro- 
lie break our again? But break ont agaia or no: break out again, 
he's reſolved for his part to ſtay no longer, but ro give thanks pre- 
ſe.tly , yeathoagh his Leprcſy ſhould break out again before he 
got home again, he will give thanks though. And ſurely irs well 
wo.th our giving thanks unto the Lord , tho? it be butfor one 
quarter of an ho'res eaſe and comfort in this miſerable world: 
And what (think we?) would the poor damned creatures in bell 
do, ifthey might have but one quarter of an houres refpi trom 
their ever/aſting rorments ? would not they give ſuch a ſhout 5 
never was heard in the world before? we may welf think they 


would, when but one of chem bezgs ſo earneſtly _— 
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drop of water. to c00t the tip of his tongue ;. would he not have 
been as hearty beleivers 4s we need £0 be ,, and ſo it ſeems that was 
' awainprayer of allthe Diſciples, Lord increaſe our Faith, for as 
for their Faith , that (to be ſure) was well enough as it was : but 
the Lord deliver usall from ſuch damnable docrine, I ſay again 
from ſuch damnable doctrine, which Iabhorr wich my whole foul, 
and therefore wonder not thar I ſpeak with ſuch indignation a- 
gainſt it. Oh pray for us that the Lord Jeſns would be with 
vs, that by reaſon of us, many of our own Countreymen , thar 
never yet beleived may beleive 0a Jeſus with a faith unfeigned, 
andthat chey that have beleived , may beleive more abundantly, 
andtheir faith may be encreaſed. 

Thirdly , and laitly. When this —y thall come to paſs, O 
pray that chat orher thing may never betal any of us, that befel 
Lazarins,the which , to me, ſeems one of the moſt amazing paſla- 
ges in all the Scriptures : now that 1 this, that ena Lewd 
Lazarus was ſo miraculouſly , ſo newly rayſed up from the dead, 
for it was but on the 2 5th. day of March, that he was raiſed up , 
yet within two dayes atcer, ſach deſperate ſpirits there were even 
n /ſrael, that were bulily plotting how they might pur even La- 
2a to death again , = ſo we read, and horrour and amazement 
may juſtly ſeize upon es at the reading of ir. Do but juſt look into 
thac Scripture , for I ſhall open it a little , and conclude with it, John 
12. V..10, 11. But the chief Prieſts conſulted , that they might put 
Lazarus al/o ro death. So our Englith Tran(lation reavs the words; 
but now this word [| alſo ] hergſeems to ſpeak, as if they had con- 
ſuked to put ſome oc:her to death at the ſame time too, but of char 
weread not one word all over this Chapter ; and thus far more a- 
mms the meaning of this Scripture, and as agrecable ro;the 
enſe ofthe Original too) che words may we!l be read thus, viz 
But the chief Prieſts conſul. cd *ivaxa id MC nre90 amoyreiructy, 
that they put even Lazarus (not L4zarus allo, but) een Lazarus 
todeath, notwithſtanding the Lord Jeſus had /o newly, ſo mira- 
calouſly, raiſed him up from the dead. O m-ſt dreadful attempt ! 
and fora moſt dreadful reaſon too, as you may ſee by the very 
next Words, v. 11. Becauſe that by reaſon of him many of the 
Jewes went away and belered on Feſws. O pray for us, that there 
may never be any ſuch chief Prieſts in England, that may ever 
conſult , for any ſuch a reaſon , that ti'ey may putanz cfus, to 
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this kind of death ever any more, Andlet all that love tþ | 
ſouls, and: the ſouls of others, and (above all) 0 our r Lord e 
Chriſtin ſincerity ; ſay, Amen. -\ - rt 


